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RENIER SCHOLARSHIP
DEADLINE EXTENDED TO
APRIL 15!
see page 21

Teaching TO
Kids
SERVE
page 16

HANDING
H.O.P.E.
TO
KIDS
ONE LOLLIPOP AT A TIME
Submitted by David Adams

N

o doubt we have all faced
hardships and loss during
our lives. It is, after all, an
unavoidable part of life. For some, these
challenges are devastating while others
come out stronger in the end. For Kim
Bavilacqua and Jen Coffel, hardship and
loss left them determined and inspired.

Handing H.O.P.E. co-founders Kim Bavilacqua
and Jen Coffel

Kim Bavilacqua is a cancer survivor herself,
so she knows what it takes to battle cancer.
She is the co-founder of Handing H.O.P.E.,
which strives to bring hope and smiles to
children battling cancer. Her good friend,
Jen Coffel, is her partner in this endeavor.
Jen lost her dad, her mom, and her best

friend to cancer in a two-year span. Out
of her loss and pain, she found her passion
to make a difference in the lives of those
battling cancer. In 2010, they began with
a vision to make an impact in the cancer
community. Together, through their organ
ization Handing H.O.P.E., they share a
mission to Educate on Cancer Prevention,
Inspire Hope, and meet the Financial Needs
of Those Battling Cancer. They also “plant”
lollipop trees in facilities providing cancer
treatments to children, and this is where
your local Kiwanis chapter can help.
While undergoing chemotherapy
treatments to battle their cancer, children
are often left with a literal bad taste in
their mouths. To combat this taste and
give a little comfort, the children are often
given ordinary suckers. Unfortunately,
studies have shown that sugar can actually
contribute to “feeding” cancer, and most
“sugar-free” sweeteners are also suspected of
causing cancer. Fortunately, another option
has been discovered. Xylitol is a plantbased sweetener that is actively beneficial
for dental health, and contains fewer
calories. However, the limited availability
and higher cost has kept xylitol-sweetened

lollipops out of children’s cancer wards.
For this reason, Handing H.O.P.E. has
partnered with Dr. Johns Candies to
provide lollipops that are sugar-free, soy-free,
dye-free, dairy-free, gluten-free, nut-free,
kosher and yummy.
At our February 2016 meeting, the
Chanooka Kiwanis was extremely honored
to have Kim and Jen give a presentation
on Handing H.O.P.E. They shared with
us their goal of providing a safer, healthier
alternative for all these children who are
battling the fight of their lives. We were
able to sample the xylitol sweetened suckers,
which we found to be delicious. We
learned that H.O.P.E. stands for Helping
Others through Provision and Evangelism
and Helping Others through Prevention
and Education. While they also focus on
wellness workshops that educate adults
about common cancer threats many of
us have in our homes, we were all greatly
moved to learn about their lollipop tree
initiative. Their goal is to “plant” (start) and
“water” (continuously restock) lollipop trees
in every children’s cancer treatment center
nationwide. They have already planted six
HOPE continued on next page

Chanooka Kiwnanis Club members with Jen Coffel and Kim Bavilacqua
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100-YEAR-OLD STILL
BOWLS FOR SPASTIC
PARALYSIS RESEARCH
Submitted by Patrick Stout
The Division 19 Spastic Paralysis
Research Foundation Bowl-athon, held in Galesburg at the end
of February, raised $900 for our
district’s finest project. The team
from Macomb contributed $115 and
was led by a man who celebrated his
100th birthday on April 3.
John Moon topped the foursome
with an average score of 130 and
led the second game with a score of
John Moon (photo published
in The McDonough Voice on
126. Casey Grant, Kiwanis Club of
November 10, 2012)
Macomb president, used the camera
in his cell phone to record John’s bowling and relayed footage of
John bowling a strike.

The video was a hit on Facebook. Using an emoticon, one woman
wrote, “(heart) this man!”
Another person wrote, “I hope Macomb declares April 3 a city-wide
day in his honor.”

This may
be the best
thing you
see all day!!!
99 and still
striking…

The video of John bowling caught the
attention of Spastic Paralysis Research
Foundation Executive Director Bill
Piper, who sent John a message. Piper
wrote, “Way to roll ‘em, John. Thanks
for supporting the foundation.”

SPRF webmaster Alan Arbuckle linked
the bowling video to the foundation’s
website with the introduction, “This
may be the best thing you see all day!!! 99 and still striking…”
At a team lunch just before bowling, most of the players admitted
that they hadn’t bowled since the contest last year. Not John. “I bowl
twice a week,” he said.
Moon has followed a regimen of doing Marine pushups each
morning. A few years ago, at a military band concert, he was
asked if he still does his pushups.
100 YEARS continued on page 21
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of these trees in area hospitals/clinics, including four at Lurie
Children’s Hospital in Chicago and one at the St. Jude Midwest
Affiliate Clinic, with eight more going out in the next couple
of weeks. Each tree, however, requires watering (re-stocking)
periodically, and they are constantly looking to add trees at new
locations. The have set themselves a goal of planting 1,000 trees
nationwide, and they have already received a
remember
phone call from a hospital in Michigan.

those dark
days of
treatment.
One small
thing can
make such a
difference.

People who choose to donate to have a tree
planted, can do so in the memory of loved ones
lost. Handing H.O.P.E. will add the names of
the loved one and a photo to the tree, and they
provide pictures and video of the “tree planting”
to the family. “Documenting the journey shows
each family the impact of the tree,” said Jen. “It
seems like such a little thing, a piece of candy,
but it’s so much more.” Kim adds, “I really desire to encourage
others in the battle; especially children. Cancer is a big disease for
a child. Being able to bring them a smile after a treatment is so
wonderful. I remember those dark days of treatment. One small
thing can make such a difference.“

Chanooka Kiwanis Club President Deb Jaros presenting a donation check to
Kim and Jen

Handing H.O.P.E. is a 501c3 charitable organization, and they can
be reached at www.handinghope.org and through their Facebook
page. The Chanooka Kiwanis Club was honored to donate to this
fabulous cause, and we hope to help Kim and Jen spread the word
of this great organization throughout the state. Statistics show that
over 40,000 children undergo cancer treatment each year, and we
are privileged to help bring any comfort to them we can. 
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